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If you want to display both text and date data in one cell, you'll need to include an extra
formatting step. See how to use the TEXT function to get the desired results.

Excel does not normally let you combine text and dates together in the same cell. For example,
suppose you have entered the formulas shown in Figure A.

Figure A
L e a T—
| A B
1 =TODAY{) ="Today is"&" "&Al
2 4 ="The total number of widgets is"&" "&A28"."
3

Figure B shows the results.

Figure B
B4 v [ Jx |
| A B I
8/27/2008  Today is 39687
4 The total number of widgets is 4.

While the value in A2 displayed correctly, the value in Al did not. This is because Excel displays
the actual date data entered into the cell until it's formatted. Thus, to show the data in Al as a
true date, we need add the TEXT function to change the format to text. When we replace the
formula in B1 with

="Today is"&" "&TEXT(AL,"MM/DD/YYYY'™)

we get the results shown in Figure C.

Figure C
A A B
1 8/27/2008  Today is 08/27/2008
2 4 The total number of widgets is 4.
3

Miss an Excel tip?

Check out the Microsoft Excel archive and catch up on other Excel tips.

Help users increase productivity by automatically signing up for TechRepublic’s free Microsoft
Office Suite newsletter, featuring Word, Excel, and Access tips, delivered each Wednesday.
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People who read this, also read...

10+ lesser-known shortcuts for formatting Word text
Easy tricks to make your Access forms run faster
Two ways to return a unique list in Excel

Move text to the next column permanently

A quick printing trick in Word

Print/View all posts
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